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Borough  Health  Office, 
5,  Martin  Street, 
Stafford. 

May,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  report  this  year  has  been  abbreviated,  and  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  if  further  information  is  desired  previous  reports 
should  be  consulted. 

The  estimated  increase  in  the  number  of  the  population 
is  500  persons,  and  the  birth  rate  of  15.3  per  1,000  is  the  highest 
since  1929. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Bill  providing  for  the  formation 
of  a  Mid-Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 
was  confirmed.  This  is  a  matter  for  regret,  as  it  removes  one 
more  sphere  of  public  administration  from  local  control.  The 
new  Hospital  Board  embraces  twelve  Authorities,  and  provides 
for  a  population  of  214,000  from  an  area  of  538  square  miles. 
Representation  is  on  the  basis  of  one  member  per  1 0,000  popu¬ 
lation  or  part  of,  thus  Stafford  Borough  will  have  four  members 
on  the  Board.  Financially  each  authority  will  pay  maintenance 
expenses  in  proportion  to  usage,  but  loan  and  general  charges 
will  be  based  on  rateable  value.  This  latter  charge  presses 
unduly  on  Stafford. 

The  size  of  the  Hospital  will  be  100  beds,  i.e.  one  bed 
approximately  per  2,000  population. 

I  would  refer  to  page  16  which  deals  with  the  present 
Isolation  Hospital. 

It  would  appear  that  the  new  Hospital  will  be  severely 
taxed  to  accommodate  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Typhoid,  and 
a  proportion  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  without  attempting  to 
provide  for  those  other  diseases  for  which  the  extra  accom¬ 
modation  has  been  most  needed.  The  remedy  appears  to  be 
either  a  larger  hospital  or  the  retention  and  modification  of  the 
Hospital  at  Stafford. 

The  Council  have  endorsed  the  Welfare  Committee’s 
decision  to  proceed  with  the  building  of  the  Centre,  and  it  is 
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possible  that  we  shall  be  in  occupation  at  the  end  of  next  year. 
A  plan  of  the  Centre  is  included  in  the  report.  In  view  of  this 
a  short  account  of  the  development  and  progress  of  Infant 
Welfare  work  in  the  Borough  is  included.  See  page  26.  All 
the  various  activities  undertaken  by  the  Welfare  Committee 
have  made  good  progress  during  the  year. 

Housing.  The  year  has  been  mainly  one  of  preparing  the 
way.  The  actual  erection  of  the  houses  required  will  not 
commence  until  next  year.  Representation  of  unfit  houses 
and  areas  has  proceeded,  but  further  progress  will  be  retarded 
until  the  last  Clearance  Area  has  been  completed. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  has  increased  by  498 
during  the  year. 

Air  Raid  Precautions.  The  demands  made  by  this  service 
has  taxed  the  resources  of  the  staff  to  such  an  extent  that 
routine  work  of  the  department  has  inevitably  suffered.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  excepting  that  the  crisis  in  September  last  did  not 
find  us  totally  unprepared,  there  is  little  to  show  for  all  the 
time  and  energy  expended. 

Thanks  are  due  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  Members 
of  the  Committee  for  help  and  friendly  criticism  during  the  last 
twelve  months.  To  Mr.  Weaver  of  the  Employment  Exchange, 
to  my  colleagues,  and  to  the  Staff  generally  I  wish  to  express 
my  thanks. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  BINKS. 


\ 
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REPORT 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  of  the  Borough  . .  . .  . .  5,089  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  mid- 1938  . .  . .  32,190 

Density  of  population  or  number  of  per¬ 
sons  per  acre  (1938)  . .  . .  . .  6.3 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938) 

according  to  Rate  Books  . .  . .  8,116 

Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1938)  . .  £196,182 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1937- 

1938) .  £772/4/9 


Social  Conditions. 

Mr.  A.  Weaver,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange, 
has  supplied  me  with  the  following  information  : — 

"  The  chief  industries,  trades  and  occupations  of  Stafford 
are  as  under  : — 


Number  of  Insured  Workpeople 
Employed 


Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Electrical  Engineering  ... 
Internal  Combustion  En- 

2413 

650 

542 

326 

3931 

gines 

798 

24 

155 

18 

995 

Locomotive  Engineering 

250 

31 

70 

22 

373 

Boot  and  Shoe 

924 

1087 

70 

436 

2517 

Wood  Heel  Manufacture... 

101 

124 

2 

23 

250 

Emery  Wheel  Manufacture 

567 

93 

36 

37 

733 

Wire  for  Reinforced  Concrete 

293 

81 

20 

54 

448 

Building  ... 

844 

26 

66 

3 

939 

Distributive  Trades 

883 

504 

173 

146 

1706 

Local  Government  Service 

1861 

91 

29 

40 

2021 

“  The  total  insurable  population  in  the  area  is  17,630. 
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"  The  year  which  ended  on  31st  December,  1938,  showed 
the  local  employment  situation  to  be  fairly  satisfactory  ;  where¬ 
as  on  the  20th  December,  1937,  there  were  620  persons  unem¬ 
ployed  in  the  Borough  (representing  3.67%  of  the  insured 
population)  on  the  19th  December,  1938,  there  were  646 
persons  (representing  3.66%  of  the  insured  population)  regis¬ 
tered  as  unemployed  at  the  local  employment  exchange. 

“  On  the  same  date  the  percentage  of  unemployed  for  the 
whole  country  was  12.7%. 


‘  ‘  The  peak  figure  of  unemployment  during  the  year  in 
Stafford  occurred  on  5th  December,  1938,  when  the  live  register 
of  unemployed  reached  655,  as  against  667  on  13th  December, 
1937. 


*  ‘  The  low  percentage  figure  of  unemployment  in  Stafford 
reflects  the  excellent  state  of  trade  and  commerce  within  the 
Borough.  Engineering  works — which  employ  a  grand  total  of 
5,299  workers — have  been  continuously  employed  throughout 
the  year,  and  in  many  sections  have  had  to  resort  to  overtime 
in  order  to  meet  requirements.  The  continual  flow  of  additional 
contracts  has  been  maintained  and  prospects  for  the  coming 
year  are  excellent. 


“  Skilled  workers  are  difficult  to  obtain,  as  the  demand 
throughout  the  country,  caused  by  the  enforced  armaments 
programme,  cannot  fully  be  met  in  any  district. 


“  In  the  Boot  and  Shoe  industry,  there  have  been  con¬ 
siderable  fluctuations,  and  short  time  working  has  been 
extensively  resorted  to. 


‘  '  The  Emery  Wheel  manufacture  and  wire  (for  reinforced 
concrete)  manufacture  have  been  exceptionally  busy  during 
the  year,  and  other  trades  and  occupations  have  remained 
steadily  active.” 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Legitimate 

Births  Illegitimate  . . 

Total 

472 

21 

Male 

245 

11 

Female 

227 

10 

Totals  . . 

493 

256 

237 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population,  15.3. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Stillbirths 

14 

6 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
births,  27. 

Deaths 

347 

180 

167 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population,  10.7. 

The  Registrar-General  supplies  a  "Comparability  Factor" 
to  each  district  based  on  the  age  and  sex  of  its  population  as 
shown  at  the  last  Census.  When  the  recorded  death  rate  of 
a  town  is  multiplied  by  this  factor  the  corrected  death  rate  is 
obtained.  This  is  truly  comparable  with  the  death  rate  of  any 
town  similarly  treated.  The  factor  for  Stafford  is  1 .03.  The 
corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  is  therefore  11.0. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Deaths. 

1937  1938 

Puerperal  sepsis  . .  1  1 

Other  puerperal  causes  1  0 

Total .  2  1  1.9 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  60 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  59 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  95 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  1 

,,  „  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  . .  4 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births. 
1.9 
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Births. — The  total  number  of  live  births  for  the  year  was 
493.  There  were  256  males  and  237  females.  The  birth  rate 
at  15.3  per  1,000  compares  with  15.1  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  13.7  for  the  average  local  figure  for  the  last  ten  years. 

A  table  for  the  last  eight  years,  including  1931  when  the 
lowest  rate  was  recorded,  follows. 


Year 

Total 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Total  Still 
Births 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

Birth  Rate  for 
Smaller 
Towns  of 
England 
and  Wales 

1931  ... 

348 

11.8 

18 

49 

15.6 

1932  ... 

408 

13.8 

19 

44 

15.4 

1933  ... 

383 

13.0 

23 

57 

14.5 

1934  ... 

394 

12.9 

20 

48 

15.0 

1935  ... 

429 

13.8 

14 

32 

14.8 

1936  ... 

395 

12.7 

19 

46 

15.0 

1937  ... 

467 

14.8 

18 

38 

15.3 

1938  ... 

493 

15.3 

14 

27 

15.4 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1938  was 
347  ;  of  these,  180  were  males  and  167  females.  The  crude 
death  rate  of  10.7  is  lower  than  the  average  of  the  last  ten 
years,  i.e.  11.0.  For  causes  of  death  and  ward  distribution  of 
deaths  see  table  on  page  11. 


The  principal  causes  of  death,  their  number,  and  their 
percentage  are  given  below  : — 


Disease 

Number  Number 
1937  1938 

Percentage 
of  whole 

Heart  disease 

80 

90 

25.9 

Cancer 

45 

42 

12.1 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 

.  .  . .  . . 

40 

35 

10.0 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  . . 

14 

19 

5.4 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

25 

25 

7.2 

Prematurity 

8 

22 

6.3 

Old  age  . . 

23 

12 

3.4 

Violence  . . 

6 

12 

3.4 

8 


Infantile  Mortality. 


The  table  below  shows  the  number,  age,  and  cause  of 
death  of  children  under  one  year  of  age. 


Deaths  under  One  Year. 


M 

(n 

-9  months 

c n 

(f)  f 

Causes  of  Death 

<D 

<U 

£ 
i— < 

IH 

<3 

-2  weeks 

-3  weeks 

-4  weeks 

Total 

der4  week 

-3  months 

-6  months 

-12  month 

£  S 

r— <  Vh 

G  £ 
4->  T3 

3 

| 

| 

| 

G 

| 

| 

| 

o  g 

P 

cs 

CO 

3 

T— « 

CO 

CO 

<7> 

H  3 

Circumcision 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Toxic  Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Haemolytic  Anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

General  Peritonitis  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Premature  Birth 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Congenital  Malforma¬ 
tion 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Atelectasis  ... 

2 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Violence 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Birth  Injury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

17 

— 

1 

3 

21 

5 

3 

— 

1 

30 

Twenty-one  babies  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  four 
weeks  and  nine  died  subsequently,  making  thirty  deaths  for 
the  year  under  one  year  of  age,  the  mortality  rate  being  60  per 
1,000  births.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  was  57. 


Ward  distribution  of  baby  deaths  was  :  North,  10  ;  South, 
7  ;  East,  6  ;  West,  5  ;  Baswich,  2. 


It  could  not  be  expected  that  the  low  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  last  year  could  be  maintained.  The  rise  was  directly 
due  to  those  causes  occurring  in  early  infancy  which  at  present 
are  considered  to  be  non-preventable,  i.e.  prematurity  and 
malformations  etc.,  which  accounted  for  19  out  of  the  30  deaths. 
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Stillbirths. 

Of  the  14  stillbirths,  10  occurred  in  the  home.  The  following 
particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 


of  Health  : — 

Period  of  Pregnancy. 

Term 

Term 

Term 

Term 

Premature 

Premature,  8  weeks  . . 

Premature,  10  weeks  . . 

Premature,  4  weeks  . . 
Premature,  6  weeks  . . 
Premature 


Remarks. 

Forceps  delivery. 

Induction. 

Cord  round  neck.  Not  macerated 
Forceps  delivery. 

Extended  breech.  Macerated. 
Doctor’s  case. 

Macerated.  History  of  two  mis¬ 
carriages — one  premature. 
Hydrocephalus.  Macerated. 
Doctor’s  case. 

Hydrocephalus.  Macerated. 
Breech.  Doctor’s  case. 
Macerated  monster. 


The  stillbirth  rate  of  27  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded,  and  to 
a  certain  extent  offsets  this  year’s  infantile  mortality  rate. 


Cancer. 

Deaths  from  these  causes  numbered  42  (17  males  and  25 
females),  a  rate  of  1.3  per  1000  population,  or  12.1  percent,  of 
the  total  deaths. 

The  prevalence  of  Cancer  in  the  Borough  as  to  age,  sex, 
site  of  election,  and  ward  distribution  is  summarised  in  the 
table  below : — 


Age  group 


Wards 


N  S  E  W  B 


Cancer  of 


‘S  c 

«  h 

a  Q, 
o  ^ 

I  ■§ 

CQ  B 


<fi 

s  i 
j?  I 

si 

.Si  e 

<d 

£ 

to  X) 
p 

Q  a 


<D 

Jh 

PQ 


£  .1 

O  3 


CJ 

<D 

P. 


s  ° 

5  -g 
O  £ 


O) 

Q 

as 

be 


U 

o 

rt 

.9 

O, 

u) 

o 

« 


Total 


65  — | —  Male  . 
Female. 


4 

2 


1  1 

3  3 


2  — 

4  1 


4 

6 


8 

13 


45—65  Male  . 
Female. 


3 

2 


2 

1 


1 

4 


1  — 

2  2 


4 

4 


7 

11 


25—45  Male  . 
Female. 


1  —  —  1  — 


2 

1 


12 


9  113 


20 


10 


42 
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The  age  group  from  65  years  onwards  accounted  for  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  and  as  usual  the  digestive  system 
was  that  most  frequently  attacked. 

The  Registrar-General's  Short  List  of  Causes  of 
Death  is  given  below. 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ... 

20 

11 

9 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

5 

2 

3 

Syphilis 

4 

4 

— 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes 
dorsalis 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

42 

17 

25 

Diabetes 

6 

3 

3 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

19 

4 

15 

Heart  Disease 

90 

45 

45 

Aneurysm  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

21 

10 

11 

Bronchitis  ... 

17 

13 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

8 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

6 

4 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

2 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

4 

4 

— 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

2 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

6 

1 

5 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

10 

5 

5 

Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  mal¬ 
formations,  etc. 

22 

14 

8 

Senility 

12 

2 

10 

Suicide 

3 

3 

— 

Other  violence 

12 

9 

3 

Other  defined  diseases 

21 

11 

10 

TOTAL  DEATHS  ... 

347 

180 

167 

Ward  distribution  of  deaths  : — 

North,  88  ;  South,  58 ;  East,  91  ;  West,  90  ;  Baswich,  20. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates, 
Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Death-rates, 
and  Case-rates  for  certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
year  1938. 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 
County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Popu’tions 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 
1931 
Census) 

Stafford 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

Births : 

Live 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

15.3 

Still  . 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.43 

Deaths : 

All  Causes  ... 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.0 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fevers  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.03 

Influenza  ... 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.03 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

4.63 

Diphtheria 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

0.99 

Enteric  fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.06 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.34 

Pneumonia... 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.90 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

53 

57 

51 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age  ... 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

8.1 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

0.89') 

2.0 

Others 

2.i9  y 

Not  available 

— 

Total 

3.08  J 

2.0 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births 
(i.e.  Live  and  Still) 


Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

0.86  "1 

1.9 

Others 

2.H  y 

Not  ava  ilable 

— 

Total  . 

2.97  J 

1.9 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  fever  and 
Puerperal  pyrexia 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

5.91 
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SECTION  B. - GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Staff. 

✓ 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Staff  are  set  out  on  page 
2  of  this  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  or  analysis  of  clinical  material  (sputum, 
swabs,  etc.),  water,  milk,  and  foodstuffs  is  carried  out  at  the 
County  Laboratories,  Martin  Street,  Stafford. 

Dr.  Menton,  the  County  Bacteriologist,  and  Mr.  Jones,  the 
County  Analyst,  have  at  all  times  been  ready  to  assist  me  with 
their  advice  and  service. 

Excluding  samples  which  are  examined  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  which  is  administered  by 
the  County  Council,  a  marked  increase  in  the  service  to  this 
Authority  especially  on  the  bacteriological  side  is  noted  this 
year. 

During  the  year  bacteriological  reports  were  received  by 

1821 
287 
57 
36 
90 
29 
60 
65 


Two  ambulances  are  maintained  by  the  Local 
One  for  the  removal  of  non-infectious  and  accident  cases,  the 
other  for  infectious  cases.  The  latter  ambulance  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  been  renewed  this  year  had  the  Isolation  Hospital 
been  retained.  The  service  was  adequate  and  functioned 
satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  journeys  was  590  covering  3,780  miles. 
Infectious  cases,  190  ;  Accident,  73  ;  Sickness,  299 ;  Abortive 
calls,  28. 


the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  following  : 

Swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli  . . 
Other  swabs 

Virulence  Test  (Diphtheria) 

Blood  for  Agglutination  Tests 

Faeces 

Urine 

Pus 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 
Sputum  for  Tubercle  bacilli 
Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis) 

Other  examinations 

Ambulance  Facilities. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Stafford  District  Nurses’  Society,  which  comprises 
general  nursing  and  a  midwifery  service,  the  latter  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  County  Council,  undertakes  certain  duties  for 
the  Borough  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  These  duties  include  the  nursing  of  Measles  cases 
and  other  ailments,  and  also  help  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Society  maintains  2  general  trained  nurses  and  5  mid¬ 
wives.  There  were  in  addition  4  midwives  practising  privately 
in  the  Borough. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. — Held  at  the 
Wesley  Schools,  Queen  Street,  is  open  on  Mondays  and  Wednes¬ 
days  from  10  a.m.  to  noon  and  from  2  to  4  p.m.  Although 
staffed  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  the  Guild  of  Social 
Welfare,  a  voluntary  body,  is  closely  associated  with  its 
activities.  A  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  held  there  daily  from 

9  to  10  a.m.  (See  page  18.) 

School  Clinic. — This  is  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Education  Committee,  is  open  daily  for  minor  ailments,  and 
frequent  special  ophthalmic  and  dental  clinics  are  held  there. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. — Provided  by  a  voluntary  body,  the 
North  Staffordshire  Cripples’  Aid  Society,  in  premises  in 
Sandon  Road. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — Situated  in  premises  in  Mill 
Bank,  and  controlled  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and 
Dudley  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 

Venereal  Diseases. — A  clinic,  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council,  is  held  at  the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary. 

Artificial  Light  Clinic. — This  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic. — A  weekly  session  is 
held  at  the  Public  Health  Offices,  5,  Martin  Street,  from  9  to 

10  a.m.  on  Fridays  for  children  under  five  years  of  age.  Once 
a  year  all  the  Infant  Schools  are  visited.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  48. 

Dental  Clinic.  —  Controlled  by  the  County  Council, 
situated  in  the  School  Clinic,  Lammascote  Road.  Mothers 
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and  infants  are  seen  by  appointment.  Casual  cases  are  seen 
on  Saturday  mornings.  Dental  Officer’s  report  on  page  23. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. — Arrangements  have  been  made 
so  that  mothers,  on  the  recommendation  of  their  own  Doctor, 
can  be  sent  to  the  Clinic  at  Wolverhampton.  Necessitous  cases 
are  financially  helped  by  the  Council.  Four  have  attended 
during  the  last  twelve  months. 


Hospitals  and  Sanatoria. 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Foregate  Street. 
— Contributions  to  the  Hospital  are  made  by  the  Council.  The 
extensions  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for  last  year  were 
officially  opened  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Horder,  g.c.v.o.,  m.d., 
F.R.C.P. 

Small  Pox  Hospital,  Moxley. — The  Corporation  are 
members  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital 
Board,  and  are  thus  part  proprietors  of  the  Small  Pox  Hospital 
at  Moxley,  to  which  any  cases  of  the  disease  are  admitted. 

Sanatoria. — Local  cases  are  treated  at  Prestwood, 
Groundslow,  Kinver,  and  Himley.  Surgical  cases  are  referred 
to  Standon  Hall  and  Hartshill.  See  page  52. 

Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Hartshill,  Stoke-on-Trent. — 
Children  requiring  in-patient  treatment  are  referred  to  this 
Hospital. 

No  alterations  have  been  reported  for  the  year  under 
review  as  to  Marston  Road  Institution,  County  Mental 
Hospital,  Coton  Hill  Mental  Hospital,  and  the  Borough  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital. 


Institution  for  Homeless  Children. 

The  Cottage  Homes  in  Stone  Road  have  accommodation 
for  60  children. 
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Isolation  Hospital,  Tithe  Barn  Road. 


Not  since  the  year  1918,  when  252  cases  were  dealt  with, 
have  so  many  cases  passed  through  the  Hospital.  The  increase 
has  been  due  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  this  and  the 
surrounding  districts.  Fortunately,  the  disease  was  mild  in 
character,  although  in  several  instances  the  severe  type  was 
seen.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  Matron,  Mrs.  Home,  and  the 
regular  staff  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  on  and 
adapted  themselves  and  the  Hospital  to  meet  the  rush  periods 
which  have  been  so  frequent. 


221  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  classified  as  follows  : 


Disease 

Stafford 

Borough 

Stafford 

Rural 

District 

Other 

Authorities 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

99 

43 

17 

159 

Diphtheria  . 

28 

12 

5 

45 

Tonsillitis . 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria  carriers  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery  carrier 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Typhoid  Fever . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  B.  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Colitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cellulitis  ...  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Croup  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

— 

— 

1 

No  disease . 

1 

1 

2 

Total  • « •  • . . 

143 

56 

22 

221 
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Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Centre  is  held  at  the  Wesley  Schools,  Queen  Street, 
and  is  open  from  10  a.m.  to  noon  and  from  2  to  4  p.m.  on 
Mondays  and  Wednesdays.  The  Centre  is  open  daily  from 
9  to  10  a.m.  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  attendances  : — 

1935  1936  1937  1938 


(1)  Total  number  of  attend- 
dances  during  the  year  : 

(i)  by  children  under 

one  year  of  age  . .  3176  3051  4386  5743 

(ii)  by  children  between 

the  ages  of  one 

and  five  years  ..  4129  4177  4922  5967 


Total  number  of  children 
who  attended  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year, 
and  who,  on  the  date  of 
their  first  attendance  were : 

(i)  under  one  year  of  age  204  204  275  299 


(ii)  between  the  ages  of 
one  and  five  years 
Total  number  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age 
who  attended  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year, 
and  who,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were 

(i)  under  1  year  of  age 

(ii)  over  1  year  of  age 
Percentage  of  notified  live 

births  represented  by 
the  numbers  in  (2)  (i) . . 


10 

38 

54 

59 

176 

159 

233 

225 

340 

508 

460 

524 

47.5 

50 

54.34 

59.8 

The  attendances  shown  above  are  very  satisfactory  indeed, 
and  as  far  as  numbers  go  are  as  many  as  can  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Staff.  I  do  not  anticipate  any  increase  in  these  figures  as 
the  weather  and  the  absence  of  epidemics  during  the  year  have 
favoured  a  high  attendance,  and,  as  already  stated,  any  number 
in  excess  of  the  above  cannot  be  adequately  dealt  with. 

I  would  refer  to  the  general  and  steady  increase  in  all 
figures  for  a  number  of  years,  and  especially  to  the  figures 
applying  to  the  toddlers,  e.g.  1  (ii),  2(ii),  and  3(ii). 


For  some  years  the  Ministry  have  asked  for  separate 
Toddlers’  Clinics.  This  has  not  been  complied  with  as  it  would 
cut  down  the  time  available  to  the  Health  Visitors  for  home 
visiting.  It  has  been  found  practicable  to  increase  the  number 

of  these  children  to  be  brought  before  the  Doctor  by  popu¬ 
larising  the  cry  of  "See  your  Doctor  on  your  birthday.” 
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Minor  Ailments. — This  service,  which  is  not  intended 
in  any  way  to  infringe  on  the  private  practitioner  or  on  the 
Hospital  services,  is  steadily  making  headway,  although  one 
regrets  the  necessity  of  this  usage  of  a  Health  Visitor’s  time. 

Attendances. — 1937  New  cases  -  78  Revisits  -  447 

1938  New  cases -175  Revisits-  1,008 

Ante-natal  Care. 

In  view  of  the  full  report  last  year,  I  would  refer  those 
interested  to  that  report. 

In  1938  medical  practitioners  carried  out  under  your 
Maternity  Domiciliary  Scheme  : — 

Primary  ante-natal  examinations  . .  . .  278 

(54.2%  of  total  notified  births) 

Secondary  ante-natal  examinations  . .  .  .  134 

Ante-natal  cases  seen  for  a  third  time  . .  . .  6 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally  examined 
and  of  cases  post-natally  examined  during  the  year. 

Ante-natal  Post-natal 

1938  . .  278  . .  82 

1937  . .  282  . .  71 

1936  . .  179  . .  13 

Percentage  of  total  notified  births  (live  and  still)  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  total  numbers  of  women. 

1938  . .  54.2  . .  15.9 

1937  ..  53.7  ..  13.5 

1936  . .  42.  . .  ‘  3. 

The  above  figures,  as  far  as  the  ante-natal  examinations 
are  concerned,  are  satisfactory.  There  were  278  primary  ante¬ 
natal  examinations  made,  or  54.2%  of  the  notified  births. 
Last  year,  it  was  pointed  out  that  this  figure  is  not  a  true  index 
of  the  number  of  mothers  who  actually  receive  medical  atten¬ 
tion  during  their  pregnancy.  There  are  those,  as  indicated  in 
the  table  following  who  are  attended  privately  by  their  own 
Doctor  either  at  home  or  in  a  Nursing  Home  or  Hospital.  These 
latter  groups  no  doubt  include  some  cases  who  were  originally 
under  the  scheme. 


Births 

Distribution 

Stillbirths 

547 

Maternity  Homes 

40D 

Institutions 

66 

Doctors’  cases 

District  Nursing  Association 

18 

► 

250  7 

As  Maternity  Nurses  . . 

126 

As  Midwives 

297 

10 

Under  the  domiciliary  scheme,  in  addition  to  the  primary 
examinations  noted  above,  134  secondary,  and  6  tertiary 
examinations  were  carried  out. 
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The  post-natal  figures  are  not  so  satisfactory.  Only  82, 
or  15.9%  of  the  notified  births,  were  examined.  This,  however, 
compares  with  13.5%  last  year,  and  the  same  remarks  quoted 
above  apply.  There  is  only  one  person  who  can  to  any  degree 
alter  this  state  of  affairs — the  mother  herself.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  indifference  on  her  part,  but  is  probably  due  to  a 
number  of  reasons  :  —  Modesty  ;  Fear  that  something  may 
be  discovered  which  would  come  between  her  and  her  baby  ; 
and  lastly  the  knowledge  that  the  baby  has  arrived,  and  as 
long  as  she  feels  well  there  is  no  need  for  her  to  see  the  Doctor. 

Of  the  total  500  ante-  and  post-natal  examinations  carried 
out  last  year,  167  were  of  insured  persons,  and  abnormalities 
were  discovered  in  137  individuals.  These  numbers  compare 
with  487,  130,  and  136  last  year. 


A  table  has  been  compiled  disclosing  the  abnormalities, 
etc.,  discovered. 


1937 

1938 

Malpresentation 

21 

.  23 

Contracted  pelvis 

8 

10 

Failure  of  head  to  engage 

10 

15 

Antepartum  haemorrhage 

5 

4 

Vaginal  discharge 

33 

.  32 

Venereal  disease. . 

1 

1 

Albuminuria 

30 

.  31 

Varicose  veins 

55 

.  43 

Oedema 

26 

.  32 

Heart  and  lungs 

14 

.  22 

Anaemia 

12 

.  18 

Increased  blood  pressure 

2 

4 

Other  conditions 

19 

.  20 

Recommendations  : — 

Can  be  safely  attended  at  home  by 
midwife 

179 

.  154 

Doctor  to  be  present  at  confinement 

10 

8 

Further  ante-natal  examination 

203 

.  229 

Specialist’s  opinion 

2 

1 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

1 

2 

Confinement  take  place  in  Hospital  . . 

1 

4 

Dental  treatment 

46 

.  48 

Post-natal  Examinations  : — 

Number  of  cases  found  to  be  abnormal 
in  some  respect 

38  . 

45 
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Midwives  have  again  been  asked  to  complete  a  question¬ 
naire,  and  for  which  a  payment  is  made.  The  response  was  not 
by  any  means  complete. 

1938  1937 


Number  of  confinements  (mid- 


wives  only) 

297 

Number  of  questionnaires  received 

173 

Medical  aid  sought  during  preg¬ 

nancy 

8 

4% 

15% 

Morbid  conditions  arising  during 

delivery 

26 

15% 

25% 

Morbid  conditions  arising  after 

delivery 

15 

8% 

5% 

Baby,  Abnormal 

6 

3% 

8% 

Emergency  Arrangements. — Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Infirmary  for  the  provision  of  a  nurse  and 
apparatus  for  use  in  an  emergency,  that  is  in  those  cases  where 
the  mother  is  too  ill  to  be  moved  at  once  to  Hospital.  Mr. 
Blumer,  or  his  deputy,  Mr.  Wilson,  collect  the  nurse  and 
apparatus  from  the  Hospital  on  their  way  to  the  case.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  ambulance  is  warned  to  follow  on  in  case  it  is  found 
advisable  to  move  the  patient.  No  call  was  made  on  this 
service  during  the  year. 

The  services  of  the  Consultant  were  required  on  ten 
occasions  for  the  following  conditions  : — 

1 .  Domiciliary  case.  Primipara.  Breech  presentation  with 

extended  legs.  Assisted  delivery. 

2.  Domiciliary  case.  Multipara.  Occipito  posterior. 

Expectant  treatment.  Natural  delivery. 

3.  Domiciliary  case.  Multipara.  Seen  during  pregnancy. 

Hydramnios  and  weak  pelvic  floor.  Allowed  to  go  to 

term.  Natural  delivery. 

4.  Multipara.  Haemorrhage  during  pregnancy.  Advised 

to  go  into  Hospital  for  observation. 

5.  Primipara.  Occipito  posterior.  Assisted  birth.  Baby 

died. 

6.  Primipara.  Obstructed  labour.  Contracted  pelvis. 

Attempted  forceps.  Hospital.  Caesarian  section. 

Baby  died. 

7.  Domiciliary  case.  Primipara.  Obstructed  labour. 

Double  lateral  epesectomy  and  forceps. 
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8.  Primipara.  Delayed  labour.  Dead  child.  Induced  rest. 

Natural  delivery. 

9.  Primipara.  Delayed  labour.  Occipito  posterior.  Hospital. 

Caesarian  section.  Baby  stillborn. 

10.  Domiciliary  case.  Primipara.  Seen  during  pregnancy  on 
account  of  heart  disease.  Admission  to  Hospital  at 
a  later  date  for  Caesarian  section  advised. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Welfare  Committee  to 
encourage  mothers  to  attend  for  their  first  general  medical 
examination  at  or  about  the  third  month  of  their  pregnancy. 
The  table  below  shows  that  this  ideal  has  not  as  yet  been 
reached. 


No.  of  ante-natal 
examinations 

Mont' 

is  when 

conducted 

» 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th + 

1938 

1937 

11 

5 

17 

14 

61 

48 

58 

76 

131 

129 

Sterilized  maternity  outfits  are  on  sale  at  cost  price  (3s. 
and  6s.),  and  may  be  paid  for  by  instalments.  The  Maternity 
Committee  of  the  Guild  of  Social  Welfare  have  kindly  assisted 
in  providing  these  for  necessitous  cases,  and  thanks  are  due 
to  the  members  for  regular  assistance  on  Centre  Days,  an 
indispensable  help  in  the  running  of  the  Centre,  also  for 
the  loan  of  Maternity  Bags  to  necessitous  cases,  to  the  Mayor’s 
Fund  for  clothing  for  the  mothers  and  children,  and  to  the 
Guild’s  Boot  Fund  for  boots  for  children  under  school  age, 
and  to  the  Nursing  Association  for  the  welcome  help  afforded 
by  the  attendance  of  one  of  their  Nurses  at  the  Weighing 
Rooms  in  the  afternoons  and  at  other  times  when  requested. 

Home  Helps. — A  small  panel  of  women  has  been  approved 
by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  to  act  as  home 
helps.  They  may  be  engaged  through  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  or  5,  Martin  Street.  A  graduated  scale  of 
charges  has  been  drawn  up,  based  on  the  family  income,  and 
these  fees  must  be  paid  at  least  one  month  before  the  home 
help  is  required.  20  cases  were  so  assisted  during  1938. 

Compensation  to  Midwives  for  Loss  of  Cases. — When 
a  patient  sent  by  a  midwife  for  Ante-natal  care  is  admitted 
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to  a  hospital  or  home  for  her  confinement  on  the  advice  of  the 
doctor,  a  sum  of  10s.  will  be  paid  to  the  midwife  by  the 
Committee  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  case. 

Maternity  Beds. 

Difficult  cases  are  admitted  to  the  General  Infirmary  and 
also  to  the  County  Institution,  where  also  a  number  of  cases 
are  dealt  with  who  come  from  unsatisfactory  homes. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths  is  carried  out  by 
the  M.O.H.  under  a  scheme,  organised  by  the  County  M.O.H. 

Notification  of  Births. 

Notifications  of  births  were  received  as  follows  :  Insti¬ 
tutions,  29 ;  Doctors,  9  ;  Midwives,  472  ;  Parents,  3.  In 
addition  to  these  34  were  registered,  making  a  total  of  547. 
The  percentage  notification  was  93. 

Ward  distribution  including  stillbirths  : — 

1938  . .  North,  131  ;  South,  128  ;  East,  142  ;  West,  116; 

Baswich,  30. 

1937  . .  North,  133  ;  South,  138  ;  East,  125  ;  West,  128; 

Baswich,  28. 

Health  Visiting. 


Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Health 
Visitors  : — 


(1)  To  expectant  mothers — 

1938 

1937 

1936 

First  visits 

124  .. 

133 

..  150 

Total  visits 

208  .. 

264 

..  243 

(2)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

First  visits 

468  .. 

472 

..  372 

Total  visits 

1808  . . 

1955 

. .  1665 

(3)  To  children  between  the  ages 

of  one  and  five  years  . . 

4368  . . 

4296 

. .  4504 

Inquiries  into  infant  deaths,  19  ;  stillbirths,  11  ;  and  other 
unclassified  visits,  92. 


This  section  of  Welfare  work,  i.e.  the  visit  to  the  mother 
in  her  home  by  the  Health  Visitor,  is  the  most  important  of 
Welfare  activities,  and  must  not  be  infringed  upon  by  other 
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duties.  This  is  not  easily  avoided,  as  additional  duties  or  the 
extension  of  previous  duties  continue  to  encroach  on  the 
Health  Visitors’  time,  and,  unless  such  increases  are  met  by 
an  increase  in  staff,  the  efficiency  of  the  visiting  will  eventually 

suffer. 


Infant  Life  Protection  (under  Part  I  of  the  Children  Act,  1908, 
as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932). 

On  Register,  Removals  . .  .  .  9 

1st  January,  1938  ..  13  Adopted  ..  ..  4 

New  cases  . .  . .  16  Over  nine  years  . .  0 

On  Register, 

31st  December,  1938  16 
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There  were  8  more  cases  on  the  Register  than  there  were 
in  1937.  The  Health  Visitors  paid  101  visits  during  the  year. 

Dental  Treatment. — The  County  Health  Visiting  Com¬ 
mittee  by  agreement  provide  dental  treatment  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school  age  who  attend 
the  Welfare  Centre. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Jones,  M.A.,  Cantab,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  Eng.,  the 
County  Dental  Officer,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  report : — 

“  During  the  year  1938  the  arrangements  for  the 
dental  treatment  of  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers  and 
of  ‘toddlers’  remained  unchanged,  the  patients  attending 
the  Dental  Clinic,  now  situated  in  Lammascote  Road  and 
being  treated  by  the  Dental  Surgeons  attached  to  the  staff 
of  the  County  Council. 

‘  ‘  During  the  year  there  were  treated  39  mothers  and 
86  ‘toddlers’  a  total  of  125  patients. 

“  The  mothers  treated  made  196  attendances  and 
their  treatment  comprised  the  extraction  of  167  permanent 
teeth  under  local  anaesthetics  ;  the  completion  of  8  fillings; 
8  scalings  ;  2  dressings  ;  89  sundry  operations  and  the 
insertion  of  37  dentures,  a  total  of  311  operations. 

“The  “toddlers”  who  with  one  exception  were  all 
accompanied  by  a  parent  numbered  86  and  made  104 
attendances  for  treatment  which  comprised  the  extraction 
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of  85  temporary  teeth  with  local  applications  of  anodyne  solu¬ 
tion,  68  dressings,  2  fillings  and  12  sundries,  a  total  of  167 
operations. 

“The  arrangements  made  whereby  the  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Welfare  Centre  was  responsible  for  the  selection  of  suitable 
cases  for  treatment  among  the  mothers  attending  the  centre 
was  continued  and  was  found  satisfactory.  The  Health 
Visitor  co-operated  in  visiting  cases  and  recommending 
“toddlers.”  In  short,  the  joint  scheme  worked  harmoniously 
during  the  year.5 5 

Free  Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  applications  for  free  milk 
was  189.  Of  these,  182  were  granted.  Those  receiving  milk  were  : 

Expectant  mothers  . .  . .  14 

Nursing  mothers  . .  . .  32 

Children  under  1  year  . .  36 

Children  from  1 — 5  years  . .  100 

The  number  on  the  register  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
was  91,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  140.  The  cost  was  £445  1  Is.  4d. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Thirteen  cases  have  been  under  treatment  during  the  year. 
There  were  four  new  cases  and  six  were  discharged. 

Congenital  conditions  form  the  largest  group,  i.e.,  Flat  feet, 
2  ;  Torticollis,  1  ;  Hip  dislocation,  1  ;  Hemiplegia,  1  ;  Club  Hand, 
1.  Rickets,  mostly  mild  in  character,  accounted  for  the  re¬ 
maining  cases. 


The  cost  to  this  Authority  was  : 


First 

Quarter 

Second 

Quarter 

Third 

Quarter 

Fourth 

Quarter 

Clinic 

£  s.  d. 

7  19  0 

£  s.  d. 

4  6  9 

£  s.  d. 

5  5  9 

£  s.  d. 

4  113 

Hospital  . . . 

— 

— 

3  1  1 

12  0  0 

£7  19  0 

£4  6  9 

£8  6  10 

£16  11  3 

Total  ...  £37-3-10. 
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Baby  Day. 

Miss  Suffield  contributes  the  following  account 

The  Baby  Day  Celebrations  were  held  during  the  last 
week  in  June,  arrangements  similar  to  previous  years  being 
carried  out. 

Letters  were  sent  to  the  Clergy  and  Ministers  of  religion 
inviting  their  co-operation  by  preaching  special  sermons  on 
Sunday,  June  19th. 

The  chemists  and  drapers  gave  excellent  displays  of 
mothers’  and  children’s  requirements,  greatly  adding  to  the 
educational  value  of  Baby  Day. 

The  Welfare  Centre  was  open  to  the  public  on  Monday, 
June  20th.  The  pram  parade  prizes  were  on  view.  They 
were  a  great  centre  of  attraction,  and  were  responsible  for 
many  last  minute  entries. 

We  were  again  indebted  to  Mrs.  Drury  for  her  assistance 
in  decorating  a  perambulator,  and  to  Messrs.  Brookfields  for 
the  loan  of  a  canopy.  The  pram  was  on  view  at  the  Welfare 
Centre  for  a  few  weeks,  stimulating  interest  in  the  Parade, 
and  proving  very  useful  to  beginners. 

A  Garden  Party,  organised  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee,  was  arranged  to  take  place  in  the  Vic¬ 
toria  Pleasure  Grounds  on  Wednesday,  June  22nd.  It  was 
preceded  by  a  decorated  pram  parade,  which  was  watched  by 
crowds  of  interested  spectators.  The  decorated  prams  were 
previously  judged  in  the  Market  Hall,  and  the  numbers  com¬ 
peting  and  standard  of  workmanship  was  considerably  in 
advance  of  previous  years. 

The  parade  was  marshalled  by  Alderman  Owen,  and 
Councillors  Morton  and  Reynolds,  and  headed  by  the  Stafford 
Town  Band. 

The  Mayor  (in  his  robes  and  chain  of  office)  was  followed 
by  members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee, 
the  judges,  competitors,  and  members  of  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre.  The  route  was  by  way  of  Greengate  Street  and  New¬ 
port  Road.  Arriving  at  the  Victoria  Pleasure  Grounds  the 
guests  were  welcomed  by  Councillor  W.  J.  McIntosh  (Chairman 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee),  and  tea  was 
very  expeditiously  served  by  Alderman  Mrs.  Turney,  Councillor 
Mrs.  Welton,  and  a  band  of  willing  helpers. 
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Although  the  morning  had  been  dull  and  sultry,  weather 
reports  were  reassuring.  But  alas,  as  Mrs.  J.  F.  Butler  was 
in  the  middle  of  the  Shield  presentation,  a  downpour  of  rain 
descended  and  continued  with  such  persistence  that  the 
proceedings  had  to  be  terminated.  The  Mayoress  kindly 
making  the  presentations  at  the  Welfare  Centre  the  following 
week. 

The  judging  for  the  Blumer  Mothercraft  Shield  took  place 
early  in  June,  Dr.  Frew  being  the  adjudicator. 

The  prizes  for  the  best  attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
from  birth  to  school  age  were  given  by  Mrs.  Aspin,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Binks,  Mrs.  M.  Davies,  Councillor  Fowke,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Hourd, 
Councillor  H.  Joynes,  Councillor  H.  L.  Morton,  Mrs.  South,  J.P., 
and  Councillor  Miss  M.  E.  Westhead. 

Short  History  of  Infant  Welfare  in  Stafford. 

April  2nd,  1917. — Centre  opened  by  the  Mayoress  (Mrs.  R.  J.  Young). 
Medical  Officer  of  Health — Dr.  F.  Milnes  Blumer. 

Medical  Officer  of  Welfare  Centre — Dr.  McLaren. 

Health  Visitor — Miss  Fletcher. 

Members  of  the  Guild  of  Social  Welfare  Maternity  Committee 
assisted  with  clerical  work,  making  tea  for  the  mothers,  and 
sewing  for  maternity  bags. 

Premises  consisted  of  two  rooms  upstairs  in  the  Borough  Hall. 

May,  1918. — Dr.  McLaren  and  Miss  Fletcher  resigned. 

Dr.  F.  Milnes  Blumer — Medical  Officer  of  Centre. 

Miss  C.  E.  Suffield — Health  Visitor. 

August,  1918 — Additional  morning  session  held. 

July,  1919 — First  decorated  pram  parade  and  garden  party  took 
place. 

October,  1919 — The  Blumer  Shield  for  Mothercraft  was  presented 
by  Dr.  Blumer  on  his  retirement.  The  Shield  has  19  names, 
including  four  sets  of  twins,  inscribed  upon  it.  All  but 
one  are  living  to-day. 

1920 — Dr.  Cyril  Banks — Medical  Officer. 

Free  milk  allowed  to  necessitous  cases  (children  under  three 
years  and  expectant  mothers  for  the  last  two  months). 

1922. — Dr.  J.  T.  Macnab — Medical  Officer. 

Queen's  Nurses  assisted  with  the  weighing  at  the  afternoon 
sessions. 

1923 — Orthopaedic  treatment. 
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Plan  of  New  Infant  Welfare  Centre  to  be  erected  in  North  Walls. 


. 


. 


June  6th,  1925 — Centre  opened  at  the  Wesley  Sunday  Schools. 

A  second  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Briggs,  was  appointed. 

Two  whole  day  sessions  started  weekly. 

Ante-natal  clinic  opened. 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

May,  1936 — Dr.  H.  B.  Binks — Medical  Officer. 

June,  1936 — Ante-natal  Clinic  replaced  by  Domiciliary  Scheme. 
July,  1936 — Dental  treatment  extended  to  toddlers. 

October,  1936 — A  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  started. 

1937.  — Free  milk  extended  to  toddlers  and  expectant  mothers. 

1938.  — Plans  for  new  Welfare  Centre  passed. 

The  ladies  who  assisted  at  the  first  Welfare  Centre  were  : — 

Mesdames  Baker,  Battle,  Blackshaw,  Clark,  Drury,  Dix, 
Hayward,  Jones,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Macnab,  Mottram, 
Stephens,  Symcox,  Scott,  and  Thompson,  and  the  Misses 
Holker,  Jackson,  and  Talbot. 

Several  of  the  above  ladies  still  assist  at  the  Wesley  Centre, 
augmented  by  the  following  : — 

Mesdames  Aspin,  Bishop,  Bradshaw,  Hewitt,  Hope,  Hopkins 
Lark,  Nelsey,  Robinson,  Spivey,  Thomas,  Turney,  and  Yates. 
Miss  Beetlestone  and  Miss  M.  E.  Westhead. 

In  July,  1938,  a  presentation  was  made  to  one  of  these  ladies, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Drury,  on  leaving  the  town  after  twenty-one  years  of 
constant  and  enthusiastic  voluntary  work. 

Table  showing  the  attendances  at  the  Centre  in  quinquennial 


periods : — 


Total 

Average  attendances 

Sessions 

births. 

per  session. 

per  week. 

1917 

497 

42 

per  half  day  session 

1  half  day. 

1922 

496 

37 

per  half  day  session 

2  half  days. 

1927 

438 

50 

per  day  session 

4 

do. 

1932 

408 

71 

per  day  session 

4 

do. 

1937 

467 

86 

per  day  session  . . 

4 

do. 
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SECTION  C. - SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  states  : — 

"The  boring  operations  on  the  site  of  the  new  Waterworks 
at  Shugborough  have  now  been  completed  and  the  test  pumping 
shows  that  the  yield  is  about  one  million  gallons  per  twenty- 
four  hours. 

“Analyses  show  that  the  water  is  pure  both  chemically  and 
bacteriologically. 

“The  construction  of  the  Pumping  Station  and  machinery 
and  the  laying  of  the  Rising  Main  and  cables  are  now  proceeding 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  new  supply  will  be  available 
before  the  end  of  the  present  year.” 

The  last  chemical  analysis  was  as  follows  : — 


Parts  per 
100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212 °F  . .  . .  14.5 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

Albuminoid  „  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

Chlorine  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80 ^F  . .  0.008 

Appearance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination  . .  . .  None 

pH  Value  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8.2 

,  Hardness  before  boiling  ..  ..  ..  7.11° 

Hardness  after  boiling  . .  . .  . .  5.90° 

Temporary  Hardness  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.21 


"This  water  is  chemically  of  satisfactory  quality, 
and  if  passed  bacteriologically  may  be  considered  safe 
for  drinking.  It  has  no  Plumbo  Solvency  nor  erosive 
action  on  lead.” 

Reports  concerning  the  present  Town  supply  are  received  from 
the  County  Bacteriologist  monthly  and  the  County  Analyst  quar¬ 
terly,  and  continue  to  be  consistent  in  character.  The  last  reports 
are  as  set  out  below.  ' 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 


Count.  On  nutrient  agar  after  48  hours’ 

incubation  at  37  °C.  . .  3  colonies  per  ml. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours’ 

incubation  at  20-22 °C.  ..  ..  6  colonies  per  ml. 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive 

coli)  . .  . .  . .  . .  None  per  100  ml. 

after  48  hours’  in¬ 
cubation  at  37  °C. 

"The  Ministry  of  Health  Report  No.  71  suggests  that  when 
a  public  water  supply  contains  not  more  than  two  presumptive 
coli  per  100  ml.  the  sample  may  be  regarded  as  reasonably 
satisfactory. 

"Judging  by  this  sample,  the  high  bacteriological  standard 
of  this  supply  is  still  maintained.” 


Chemical  Examination.  Pans  per 

100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212°F  . .  . .  30.5 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

Albuminoid  „  . .  . .  . .  . .  0.0038 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0.30 

Chlorine  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5.6 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80  °F  . .  0.013 

Appearance  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination  . .  . .  None 

pH  Value  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7.4 

Hardness  before  boiling  . .  . .  . .  13.20° 

Hardness  after  boiling  . .  . .  . .  . .  6.20° 

Temporary  Hardness  ..  ..  ..  ..  7.00° 


"This  water  is  chemically  of  satisfactory  quality,  and 
if  passed  bacteriologically,  may  be  considered  safe  for  drinking.” 

Town  water  was  laid  on  to  five  houses  to  replace  three  wells 
which  were  found  to  be  polluted. 

The  number  of  houses  (including  houses  dependent  on  well 
water)  that  have  stand  pipes  in  the  yards  have  been  reduced  to  16. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  states  that  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  on  the  Lammascote  Farm  has  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and  the  following  new  sewers 
were  completed  : — 

Sewage  Sewers. 

By  the  Local  Authority. 

9"  diameter  . .  . .  . .  . .  373  yards. 

12"  „  .  86  „ 

By  the  Developers  of  Private  Estates. 

9"  diameter  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,427  ,, 


Surface  Water  Sewers. 

By  the  Local  Authority. 

6"  diameter 

Q" 

V/  y  y  ••  ••  •  • 

jO" 

JL  D  y  y  ••  •  •  •• 

By  the  Developers  of  Private  Estates. 
9"  diameter 
12" 

X  |  |  ••  •  •  •• 


1,886  yards. 


265  yards. 


315 

220 


9  9 


1,203 

310 


9  9 


2,313  yards. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  ========= 

The  water  courses  in  the  Borough  have  been  kept  under 
observation.  The  Inspectors  deal  with  any  cases  of  foul 
water  discharging  into  surface  drains  which  they  discover  in 
the  course  of  their  inspections. 

The  contamination  of  the  river  by  brine  still  continues. 
It  finds  its  way  into  the  watercourses,  particularly  the  Pearl 
Brook,  and  eventually  empties  into  the  river.  This  con¬ 
tamination  has  more  than  one  source,  the  most  serious  being 
from  the  tips  of  waste  salt  chipped  from  the  pans,  etc.,  at 
Salt  Works. 

Samples  are  taken  from  the  Sow  and  Penk  for  the 
Standing  Committee  on  River  Pollution  in  July  and  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Conclusions  reached  by  the  Committee  from  the  Survey 
for  1937  read  as  follows  : — 

‘  ‘  The  condition  of  the  Sow  and  Penk  above  their 
confluence  was  generally  satisfactory  ;  at  many  of  the 
sampling  positions  there  was  a  considerable  degree  of 
supersaturation  of  dissolved  oxygen. 

‘  ‘  A  number  of  effluents  discharge  into  the  river  close 
to  the  confluence  of  the  Penk  and  these,  as  in  former  years, 
had  a  deleterious  affect  on  the  quality  of  the  river  water, 
which,  however,  made  some  recovery  before  joining  the 
Trent.” 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  1,111  waste  water  closets  in  the 
Borough,  42  pail  closets,  and  16  privy  middens.  Forty  of  the 
pail  and  privy  middens  are  situated  in  the  portions  of  the 
Borough  where  no  sewer  is  available.  The  remaining  6,947 
houses  have  water  closets  of  the  pedestal  type  with  a  proper 
flushing  apparatus. 

During  the  year  29  houses  had  their  foul  water  drains 
connected  to  the  public  sewer  in  place  of  cesspits,  4  pail  closets 
were  replaced  with  a  pedestal  type  of  W.C.,  and  two  houses 
with  a  privy  midden  were  provided  with  pail  closets. 

There  are  approximately  95  houses  in  the  Borough  without 
a  separate  sanitary  convenience. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  substituted  by  a 
pedestal  type  of  W.C.  for  the  last  five  years  is  as  follows  : — 

1934,  60  ;  1935,  113  ;  1936,  54  ;  1937,  111  ;  1938,  119. 

The  number  of  stoppages  amounted  to  1,065,  and  634  of 
this  number  were  in  connection  with  waste  water  closets. 

The  grant  of  50/-  to  encourage  owners  of  property,  who 
substitute  a  waste  water  closet  by  a  pedestal  type  of  W.C., 
was  still  allowed  during  the  year. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Borough  Engineer. 

Refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  on  the  land  in  Riverway. 
The  tipping  on  the  west  side  was  discontinued  during  the  year, 
and  a  start  made  in  tipping  on  the  east  side  of  Riverway. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Department  served  256 
notices  for  the  replacement  of  worn  out  dustbins.  With  the 
exception  of  the  houses  with  privy  middens,  all  the  premises 
in  the  Borough  have  a  metal  galvanized  dustbin  with  a  close 
fitting  cover,  the  contents  of  which  are  collected  weekly. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  tabular  statement  below  contains  the  number  and 
nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during 
the  year,  with  the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  result  of 
such  notices. 


On  page  38,  will  be  found  a  more  detailed  statement  of 
work  carried  out  on  dwelling  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


No.  of 

i 

Notices 

( 

Notices 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Informal 

1 

Stat’ory 

2 

Defects 

1 

2 

Dwellinghouses  : 
Repairs  to 

dwellinghouses 

1627 

106 

51 

— 

41 

— 

Houses  requiring 
cleansing  and 

verminous  houses 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  con- 

veniences . 

705 

90 

59 

4 

39 

3 

House  drainage 

defects  . 

124 

76 

64 

2 

53 

2 

Defective  yard 
pavements 

. 

6 

5 

- 

3 

% 

Receptacles  for 

house  refuse 

1063 

322 

256 

12 

239 

10 

Accumulations  of 

refuse . 

26 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding . 

177 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Water  supply 

20 

14 

14 

— 

14 

— 

Factories  and  Work¬ 
places  ...  ...  ••• 

87 

14 

8 

_ 

8 

. 

Bakehouses  . 

45 

7 

7 

— 

7 

— 

Lodging-houses 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

1684 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

61 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

6 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Piggeries  and  Stables 

20 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Cowsheds  . 

89 

7 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Dairies  &  Milkshops 

168 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Shops  or  premises 
where  food  is  sold 

or  prepared . 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cinemas  . . .  * . .  * 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Smoke  nuisances  ... 

25 

6 

5 

1 

1 

— 

Other  nuisances 

5 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Closet  stoppages  ... 

— 

1065 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  infectious 

cases  ...  ...  ... 

236 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unclassified  visits  . . . 

1119 

7357 

1732 

494 

19 

430 

15 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease  : — - 


Lots  of  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  27 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  38 
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Shops. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  appointed  to  carry 
out  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  the  Shop 
Inspector  having  agreed  to  report  any  cases  of  shops  where  it 
appears  to  him  that  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  not  satis¬ 
factory. 

Factory  Act,  1937. 

Miss  Suffield,  Health  Visitor,  in  addition  to  her  other 
duties,  carried  out  inspections  in  14  factories  and  4  workplaces, 
and  reported  4  defects  which  are  included  in  the  table  below. 

Twenty-four  inspections  were  also  made  to  workplaces 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  to  sanitary  conveniences, 
etc. 

Outworkers. — Lists  of  outworkers  are  received  twice  a 
year,  and  are  entered  in  the  register  as  follows  : — 

Tailors.  Eight  lists  relating  to  12  outworkers. 

Boot  makers  and  repairers.  Three  lists  relating  to  4  out¬ 
workers. 

Fourteen  visits  were  paid  to  these  outworkers. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

75 

3 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

33 

2 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  ... 

— 

— 

— 

X  otal  •  •  •  •  •  • 

108 

5 

— 
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Defects  Found. 


Number  of  de 

fects 

Number  of 

defects  in 
respect  of 
which 
Prose’tions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
Insufficient  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tlV6  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

10 

4 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  . 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Total 

21 

15 

— 

— 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  within  the  Borough,  and  no 
application  was  received  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

Visits  are  made  to  any  amusement  fairs  that  arrive  within 
the  Borough  so  as  to  require  proper  sanitary  conveniences 
for  the  people  employed  and  for  the  public  use. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  25  observations  were  recorded  of  the 
smoke  emitted  from  the  chimney  stacks  in  the  Borough.  As 
a  result  of  an  interview,  a  mechanical  stoker  was  fixed  to  one 
boiler  plant.  In  another  instance,  after  several  interviews 
and  informal  notices,  the  emission  of  smoke  from  one  chimney 
still  continued  to  be  excessive,  with  the  result  that  an  Abate¬ 
ment  Notice  was  served;  the  period  allowed  to  abate  the  smoke 
nuisance  had  not  expired  at  the  end  of  the  }/ear. 
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Royal  Brine  Baths. 

With  a  view  to  extending  the  area  of  treatment  and 
increasing  the  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  rheumatic  diseases, 
a  circular  was  addressed  to  71  medical  practitioners.  Questions 
asked  and  the  replies  received  were  as  follows  : — 

Do  you  feel  that  there  is  a  need  in  this  locality  to  increase 
the  facilities  for  the  investigation  of  and  treatment  of 
rheumatic  cases  for  all  classes  ? 

Yes .  30 

No .  7 

Can  the  Committee  rely  on  your  active  support  in  sending 

patients?  Yes .  35 

No .  2 

Following  upon  this  a  meeting  was  arranged,  and  a  report 

was  submitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Baths  Committee. 

Mr.  Scott,  the  Manager  of  the  Baths,  reports  : — 

“  Royal  Brine  Baths,  owned  by  the  Stafford 
Corporation  include  : 

“  Hot  Brine  Baths  which  may  be  taken  with 
Zotofoam  or  Pine  Aeration  have  again  brought  relief  to 
an  increased  number  of  Patrons  suffering  from  Rhuematic 
ailments.  The  Birmingham  Hospitals  Contributory 
Association  have  sent  72  of  their  members  for  treatment 
this  year,  and  leading  football  clubs  continue  to  find  them 
most  beneficial  in  keeping  their  players  fit. 

“  Turkish  Baths  although  not  so  extensively  used 
as  the  Brine  baths,  have  had  increased  attendances  this 
year.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  public  are  again 
realising  the  thorough  body  cleansing  action  of  this  type 
of  bath. 

“  Brine  Swimming  Bath  is  kept  at  a  temperature 
of  94°  to  96 °F.  and  has  continued  to  enjoy  the  popularity 
gained  last  year  by  introducing  Mixed  Bathing.  Owing 
to  the  high  saline  content,  this  water  remains  Bacterio- 
logically  safe  and  is  therefore  not  Chlorinated. 

‘  ‘  Swimming  Bath  (Fresh-water)  recognised  as  one 
of  the  best  in  the  Midlands  is  80-ft.  long  by  33-ft.  wide. 
The  water  is  in  constant  circulation  through  an  up-to-date 
filter  plant.  Daily  records  are  kept  of  tests  for  free 
Chlorine  and  alkalinity." 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  . .  11 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  . .  21 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  . .  . .  . .  32 

When  a  house  is  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs,  the  walls, 
floors,  and  contents  of  the  rooms  are  sprayed  with  an  insecti¬ 
cide,  Zaldecide,  on  two  occasions  at  intervals  of  seven  days. 
The  bedding,  if  found  to  be  infested,  is  removed  to  the  cleansing 
station  where  it  is  steam-disinfected  in  a  Washington  Lyon 
steam  disinfector. 

Some  families  have  very  little  furniture  for  removal,  and 
on  these  occasions  the  furniture  is  placed  in  one  room,  and 
there  fumigated. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Corporation  pur¬ 
chased  a  second-hand  horse-drawn  vehicle  for  the  removal  of 
the  belongings  of  occupiers  of  verminous  premises  about  to  be 
re-housed  in  Corporation  property. 

All  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

Schools. 

A  sanitary  survey  of  each  school  is  made  three  times  a 
year  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector,  whose  reports  are  con¬ 
sidered  and  dealt  with  by  the  Education  Authority. 

When  absence  from  school  is  suspected  to  be  due  to  illness, 
duplicate  reports  are  sent  by  the  Head  Teacher  to  the  Deputy 
School  Medical  Officer  and  to  the  M.O.H. 

Convalescents  from  infectious  disease  and  contacts  who 
have  been  excluded  from  school,  are  reported  to  the  Deputy 
School  Medical  Officer  by  the  M.O.H. ,  and  are  seen  by  one  of 
the  Medical  Inspectors  at  the  School  Clinic  before  being  allowed 
to  return  to  school. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1925. 

No  samples  under  the  above  Acts  were  taken  during  the 
year. 

The  number  of  upholsterers  in  the  Borough  is  three,  and 
the  flock  received  was  obtained  under  warranty  that  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  required  by  the  Acts  was  complied 
with. 
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Rag  Gatherers. 

No  person  was  found  exchanging  toys  for  rags  to  children 
during  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Two  applications  for  renewal  of  registration  were  received 
under  Section  238  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  One 
application  was  refused  as  no  lodgers  had  been  received  at  the 
premises  for  the  previous  twelve  months. 

There  now  remains  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the 
Borough.  The  premises  are  registered  to  receive  53  male 
lodgers.  It  is  considered  that  this  one  lodging  house  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  meet  the  need  of  persons  using  such  premises  in 
Stafford. 

Cinemas,  etc. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  at  Inns  and  Refreshment  Houses. 

Twenty  two  visits  were  paid. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  28  offensive  trades  on  the  Register,  of  which 
24  are  fried  fish  shops.  The  remainder  consists  of  1  fellmonger, 
1  rag  and  bone  merchant,  and  2  gut  scrapers. 

Cemetery. 

The  Public  Cemetery  at  Eccleshall  Road  was  extended 
during  the  year  by  the  acquisition  of  1\  acres  of  adjoining  land. 
This  extension  received  the  Ministry’s  sanction  in  June.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  will  meet  the  requirements  of  the  town 
for  the  next  twenty-five  years. 


37 


SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


Overcrowding. 

The  construction  of  26  houses,  known  locally  as  “  Elastic 
Houses/’  was  completed  during  the  year. 

The  letting  of  these  houses  was  assigned  to  the  Health 
Department.  By  re-housing  overcrowded  families  from 
Corporation  houses,  and  re-letting  these  houses  to  families  from 
condemned  houses,  the  following  results  took  place  : — 42 
families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  unfit  houses 
were  re-housed  with  a  total  of  284  persons  consisting  of  174 
adults  and  190  children  under  ten  years  of  age. 

In  re-housing  overcrowded  families  preference  was  given 
to  those  families  with  the  greater  number  of  children  under 
ten  years  of  age. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  the  end  of  the  present  year 
sufficient  houses  will  be  erected,  or  in  course  of  construction, 
to  re-house  the  remaining  74  families  that  have  been  on  the 
register  as  overcrowded  since  the  Act  came  into  force  in  1936. 

Slum  Clearance. 

During  the  year  1 1  Clearance  Areas  containing  101  houses 
with  a  population  of  302  persons  have  been  represented  to  the 
Local  Authority. 

The  Minister  of  Health  confirmed  the  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Orders  on  two  Clearance  Areas  (Nos.  3  and  4)  comprising 
30  houses. 

In  addition,  five  individual  houses  were  represented  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  one  house  was  demolished 
voluntarily  after  negotiation  with  the  owner. 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 


under  (b) 

•  • 

413 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

•  • 

26 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

•  • 

0 

(3)  By  other  bodies  and  persons 

•  • 

387 

With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 
(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .. 

26 

(2)  By  other  bodies  and  persons 

•  • 

0 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . 1970 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3085 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  397 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 
purpose  .  727 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  107 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  221 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  . .  . .  182 

3.  Action  Taken  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  :  Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  5 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

Nil. 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded 

at  end  of  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  72 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  74 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  556 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re¬ 

ported  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  4 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  . .  319 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  after 

the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  0 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  houses 
owned  by  Local  Authority  abated  during 
the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Number  of  houses  in  which  overcrowding 
was  abated  under  Sections  19  and  20 
Housing  Act,  1930  . .  . .  . .  0 
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SECTION  E.~ INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Registration  of  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen. 

Milk  producers  entered  in  register  . .  . .  . .  12 

Producer-retailers  entered  in  register  . .  . .  13 

Of  the  above  16  have  obtained  licenses  as 
Accredited  Producers. 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  Borough  . .  . .  29 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  whose  premises  are  out¬ 
side  the  Borough  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Entered  in  the  Register  are  also  46  retailers  of  milk  which 
is  sold  in  sealed  bottles.  79  visits  were  paid  to  these  shops  to 
ascertain  whether  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  was 
being  complied  with. 

89  visits  were  paid  to  cowsheds  and  89  to  dairies  to 
enforce  the  Acts  and  Orders  as  to  cleanliness  in  the  production 
and  sale  of  milk. 

Eleven  of  the  cowkeepers  have  provided  steam  sterilizing 
in  place  of  boiling  water  as  a  more  efficient  method  of  cleansing 
utensils. 

The  examination  of  samples  for  bacterial  content  and  for 
tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  The 
following  results  were  obtained  from  milk  on  sale  in  the 
Borough  : — 


Total 

No.  of 
Samples 

Cleanliness 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Specially  designated  milks 

15 

12 

3* 

— 

Ordinary  milk  . 

63 

38 

25 

3 

*  One  Tuberculin  Tested  and  two  "Accredited.” 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  10  slaughterhouses  and  35  butchers’  shops  in 
the  Borough. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — In  pursuance  of  statu¬ 
tory  notice  given  on  April  1st,  1938,  the  Council  resolved  that 
Section  1  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  should  on 
and  from  the  first  day  of  July,  1938,  apply  to  sheep,  ewes, 
wethers,  rams,  and  lambs. 

During  the  year  64  licences  were  issued  to  fit  and  proper 
persons  to  slaughter  animals  for  human  food. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Approximate 

J 

Y 

Number  killed 

5,004 

3,956 

13,746 

15,184 

Approximate 

Number  inspected 

4,295 

3,489 

11,885 

14,952 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

7 

23 

34 

45 

49 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . . 

26 

V. 

37 

J 

4 

32 

58 

Percentage  of  the 

V 

number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis . 

2.1 

1.0 

0.6 

0.7 

Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 

4 

35 

7 

— 

20 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

52 

V 

143 

.  J 

3 

— 

677 

Percentage  of  the 

Y 

number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

5.4 

0.3 

— 

4.6 
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The  total  amount  of  meat  (mostly  from  one  slaughter¬ 
house)  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  38  tons 
16J  cwts.,  and  was  removed  to  the  Corporation  Depot, 
treated  with  disinfectant,  and  then  collected  by  a  manu¬ 
facturer  of  fertiliser. 

The  slaughterhouse  referred  to  above,  at  which  approxi¬ 
mately  61.71  per  cent  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
Borough  are  dressed,  is  visited  at  least  three  times  during  the 
day  and  evening,  so  that  little  if  any  meat  escapes  inspection. 

It  can  therefore  be  readily  appreciated  that  the  post¬ 
mortem  examinations  of  animals  dressed  for  human  food  takes 
up  a  considerable  amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  time. 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
sent  in  29  cows  to  be  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 
Six  whole  carcases  were  condemned,  and  the  remaining  23 
had  some  part  or  organ  condemned. 

A  “lot”  of  32  pigs  were  sent  into  the  town  for  slaughtering, 
and,  on  post-mortem  examination,  23  were  found  to  be  affected 
with  swine  fever. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  foodstuffs 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market  Hall. 
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Food  &  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  but 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  I  am  able 
to  include  the  results  of  the  examination  of  samples  taken  in 
the  Borough  during  1938. 


Article 

Number 

Submitted 

Genuine 

Adulter¬ 

ated 

Milk,  Accredited 

1 

1 

,,  Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

2 

— 

,,  Pasteurised 

2 

2 

— 

,,  Sterilised  ... 

3 

3 

— 

,,  Ordinary  ... 

27 

27 

— 

Lard  •••  *  • .  # ,  *  .  * .  » » * 

1 

1 

— 

Rice 

2 

2 

— 

Borax 

1 

1 

— 

Zinc  Ointment  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 

1 

1 

— 

Semolina 

1 

1 

— 

Tea 

2 

2 

— 

Tinned  Cream  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Black  Treacle 

1 

1 

— 

White  Pepper  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Bread  and  Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

— 

Damson  Jam 

1 

1 

— 

Sardines  in  Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

Pure  Ground  Coffee 

1 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

Mixed  Pickles  ... 

1 

1 

— 

55 

55 

— 

Ice  Cream. 

32  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold. 
The  number  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  made  was  21,  the 
remainder  have  their  supply  direct  from  the  manufacturers. 
In  5  cases  only  were  modern  refrigerators  not  installed. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the  com¬ 
pulsory  registration  of  makers  of  ice  cream. 

Shell-fish. 

The  shell-fish  on  sale  in  the  Borough  are  obtained  from 
wholesalers  at  Birmingham,  Billingsgate,  Southport  and 
Flamborough. 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Information  as  to  disease  reaches  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  many  ways,  but  for  those  diseases  which  are  in¬ 
fectious  but  not  notifiable  there  is  one  source  which,  although 
not  usually  complete,  is  of  great  value.  It  is  obtained  from 
notices  completed  by  Head  Teachers,  and  indicates  not  only 
the  prevalence  of  notifiable  but  also  non-notifiable  infectious 
sickness  in  the  community.  A  table  has  been  compiled  which 
includes  contacts  as  well  as  actual  cases  for  the  years,  1937 
and  1938. 


It  will  be  seen  that  Influenza,  Measles,  and  Mumps  were 
practically  non-existent  this  year,  that  Whooping  Cough  and 
Chicken-pox  had  made  an  appearance,  that  Scarlet  Fever  had 
increased,  and  that  Diphtheria  had  decreased  in  the  schools. 


Vaccination  Statistics. 

The  following  figures  for  1937  apply  to  the  whole  of  the 


Stafford  Union  Area  : — 

Births  registered  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  644 

Successfully  vaccinated  . .  . .  . .  160 

Insusceptible  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Exemptions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  453 

Died  unvaccinated  . .  . .  .  .  . .  21 

Removed  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  7 
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Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  52  weeks  from  2nd  January,  1938  to  31st  December,  1938. 
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~  1 

Case  Distribution  as  to  Wards 
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all 

Ages 
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CN  1 

IN  1 
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CN 

11 
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"  | 

Notifiable  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Enteric  Fever  In-  Cases  ... 
eluding  Paratyphoid  Deaths 

Dysentery . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . .  Cases  . . . 

Deaths 

Pneumonia  . Cases 

Deaths 

Erysipelas . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  Cases  . . . 

Deaths 

Ophthalmia  Cases  ... 

Neonatorum  ...Deaths 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


There  were  149  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  as  against 
75  last  year.  A  table  showing  Ward  and  seasonal  distribution 
follows  : — 


Ward 

Total 

Jan. -Mar. 

April- June 

July-Sept. 

Oct. -Dec. 

North 

28 

6 

8 

7 

7 

South  . 

50 

16 

13 

5 

16 

East  . 

21 

5 

3 

8 

5 

West  . 

40 

21 

7 

6 

6 

Baswich 

10 

3 

1 

'  4 

2 

1938  . 

149 

51 

32 

30 

36 

1937  . 

75 

8 

27 

12 

28 

1936  . 

69 

29 

17 

8 

15 

Sex  distribution  :  Males,  64  ;  Females,  85. 

Age  distribution  :  See  table,  page  46. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  policy  advocated  in  the  last 
report  has  through  force  of  circumstances  been  put  into  partial 
effect.  Only  when  the  Hospital  was  full  were  cases  nursed  at 
home,  and  then  as  far  as  possible  only  those  who  could  be 
isolated  under  favourable  circumstances  were  so  left.  Ninety- 
nine  out  of  149  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

In  21  instances  only  were  there  more  than  one  case  in 
one  family.  There  were  4  “return”  cases. 

The  infected  houses  had  0.97  rooms  per  person,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1.24  the  census  figure  for  the  town  as  a  whole. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Stafford  4.63  ;  for  England 
and  Wales  2.41. 

Diphtheria. 

Of  the  32  cases  notified,  28  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 
There  was  one  death  ;  this  was  of  a  child  who  contracted  the 
disease  whilst  away  on  holiday,  and  died  there. 

The  age  distribution  (see  table,  page  46)  of  those  attacked 
appears  to  be  rising.  Twice  as  many  individuals  over  ten 
years  of  age  were  attacked  as  were  under  that  age. 

The  infected  houses  had  0.88  rooms  per  person. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Stafford,  0.99  ;  for  England 
and  Wales,  1.58. 


47 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  1938. 
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Immunisation. — The  response  to  the  offer  of  immunisation 
has  repaid  the  efforts  of  all  those  working  to  protect  the 
children  of  the  Borough  against  Diphtheria.  The  combination 
of  Welfare  and  School  activities  has  been  noteworthy  in  the 
north  end  of  the  town,  and  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the 
Head  Teachers  of  Stone  Road  and  Corporation  Street  Infants 
Schools.  The  combined  efforts  of  the  two  Services  working 
together  has  resulted  in  95  per  cent  of  the  entrant  children 
being  immunised  at  Stone  Road  and  78  per  cent  at  Corporation 
Street  Infants.  The  former  result  is  remarkable,  and  is  worth 
analysing.  Of  108  application  forms  sent  out  to  parents,  32 
had  been  immunised  under  the  Welfare  Scheme.  Of  the 
remainder,  only  4  refused. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  three  injections  be  given  at  the 
earliest  age  possible,  and  it  is  encouraging  that  in  a  town  with 
a  birth  rate  of  approximately  400  a  year  a  quarter  of  this 
number  annually  has  been  protected  for  the  last  three  years 
prior  to  the  children  attaining  to  school  age. 

Since  1932  over  one  and  a  half  thousand  children  have 
been  immunised,  and  the  average  number  for  the  last  four  years 
has  been  at  the  rate  of  over  300  a  year. 

These  results  are  distinctly  encouraging,  and,  provided 
the  interest  of  the  Head  Teachers  who  have  control  of  our 
Infant  Departments  is  maintained,  we  can  look  forward  to 
Stafford  being  a  place  of  comparative  freedom  from  Diphtheria. 

The  procedure  as  at  present  carried  out  is  the  injection, 
either  in  the  Schools  or  at  5,  Martin  Street,  of  three  doses  of 
Evans’  T.A.F.  prophylactic  at  intervals  of  one  or  two  weeks. 
When  visiting  the  Schools,  arrangements  are  also  made  for  the 
Schick  testing  of  the  children  who  were  immunised  in  School 
in  the  previous  year,  and  also  of  those  children  who  were 
injected  as  toddlers  or  babies.  In  1938  88.4%  of  immunised 
children  became  Schick  negative. 

Four  cases  of  immunised  children  were  admitted  to 
Hospital  as  cases  of  Diphtheria.  One,  a  boy  immunised  in 
1934,  and  Schick  negative,  had  the  throat,  nose,  and  palate 
involved.  Although  extensive,  the  infection  was  superficial, 
and  the  anticipated  severe  toxaemia,  from  which,  ordinarily, 
death  would  have  been  expected,  did  not  materialise.  The 
only  paralysis  which  subsequently  developed  was  a  transient 
palatal  one. 

The  three  remaining  cases  were  admitted  on  positive 
swabs.  Lesions  were  limited  to  the  tonsils,  and  were  of  slight 
degree.  One  was  Schick  negative,  the  other  two  had  not  been 
Schicked. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Both  cases  were 
admitted  from  the  General  Infirmary.  One  case  had  just 
returned  from  the  Continent ;  the  other  case  was  local,  and 
the  source  of  infection  was  not  traced.  Both  recovered. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Stafford  0.06  ;  for  England 
and  Wales  0.03. 

Dysentery. 

Two  cases  were  reported  from  the  County  Mental  Hospital. 

No  cases  occurred  in  the  district,  but  a  Sonne  carrier  was 
discovered  in  the  search  for  the  source  of  infection  in  con¬ 
nection  with  one  of  the  Typhoid  cases  noted  above. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  cases  were  notified  .  Two  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
and  one  died  there. 

The  rate  for  this  condition  is  best  expressed  in  relation 
to  the  number  of  births  registered  rather  than  to  population. 
When  calculated  on  this  basis  the  rates  are — Stafford,  5.91  ; 
England  and  Wales,  14.42  per  1,000  total  births  (i.e.  live 
and  still  births)  registered  during  the  year.  There  is  one  point 
which,  however,  affects  our  rate  adversely,  i.e.  the  rate  quoted 
above  is  calculated  upon  our  registered  births,  which  are 
approximately  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  the  total  births  from 
which  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notifications  arise. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

These  diseases  are  not  notifiable,  and,  thus,  the  information 
obtained  from  the  Education  Authority  every  week  as  to  the 
presence  of  these  diseases  in  the  Schools  is  particularly  valuable, 
as  it  enables  the  Health  Visitors  to  visit  those  families  where 
there  are  babies  notified  from  this  source.  The  Health  Visitors 
made  156  visits  on  this  account. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  29  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  with  three 
deaths.  Last  year  there  were  69  cases  with  sixteen  deaths. 

Erysipelas. 

Of  the  18  cases  notified,  one  case  over  65  years  of  age  died. 
There  were  three  cases  admitted  to  Hospital. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

One  case  was  reported  from  the  General  Infirmary,  and 
subsequently  died. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  one  from  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution.  Both  cases  recovered  with  vision  not  impaired. 

Issues  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  etc. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin,  available  for  the  treatment  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria,  can  be  obtained  free  on  request  by  a  medical 
practitioner.  Diphtheria  prophylactic  is  also  provided  free, 
and  is  used  for  the  prevention  of  the  disease. 

Tuberculosis. 


Analysis  of  the  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the  calendar 
year,  1938  : — 


New  Cases 

r 

)eaths 

• 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Res’tory 

Respiratory 

Non-Res’tory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

1—  5 
5—15 

— 

1 

1 

8 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

15—25 

8 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

— 

25—35 

5 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

35—45 

4 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

45—55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

65  and  over 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- 

" 

Totals 

23 

12 

10 

4 

12 

8 

2 

3 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  0.77 
as  compared  with  0.79  last  year. 


Year 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 

Res. 

Non- Res. 

Res. 

Non-Res. 

Total 

New  Cases 

1929 

21 

5 

0.73 

0.17 

0.90 

61 

1930 

19 

8 

0.65 

0.27 

0.92 

64 

1931 

18 

3 

0.61 

0.10 

0.71 

49 

1932 

26 

9 

0.87 

0.30 

1.17 

44 

1933 

19 

2 

0.64 

0.07 

0.71 

47 

1934 

23 

3 

0.76 

0.10 

0.86 

58 

1935 

16 

5 

0.53 

0.16 

0.69 

47 

1936 

18 

4 

0.58 

0.12 

0.70 

47 

1937 

25 

1 

0.76 

0.03 

0.79 

40 

1938 

20 

5 

0.62 

0.15 

0.77 

49 
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Notifications  and  Deaths  of  Respiratory  and  Non- 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  assigned  to  Wards  ; — 


Ward 

Notific 

nations 

Des 

iths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

North . 

7 

- 

4 

_ 

South  . 

6 

4 

3 

— 

East  . 

4 

4 

5 

3 

West  . 

8 

2 

4 

2 

Baswich 

4 

2 

4 

— 

The  “Balance  Sheet”  for 
follows  : — 

Number  on  Register  at 
31st  Dec.,  1937  . .  295 

Notifications  in  1938  41 

Unnotified  deaths  .  .  4 

Transfers  .  4 

Returned  to  district  . .  0 

344 


the  Register  may  be  given  as 

Deaths  in  1938  . .  . .  25 

Removals . 23 

“Recovered”  . .  . .  26 

Number  on  Register  at 
31st  Dec.,  1938  . .  270 


344 


Distribution  of  known  cases  as  to  Wards  : — 

North  South  East  West  Baswich  Total 

88  48  78  49  7  270 

Notification. — There  were  four  deaths  of  persons  who  had 
not  been  notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was  4  to  25,  i.e.  1  to  6.  In  the  event  of 
death  from  Tuberculosis,  unless  it  is  a  post-mortem  diagnosis, 
the  practitioner  is  written  to,  and  reason  for  non-notification 
is  asked  for. 

The  average  interval  elapsing  between  notification  and 
death  was  17J  months. 

Thirty-one  cases  from  the  Borough  of  Stafford  were 
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admitted  as  in-patients  to  the  following  institutions  during 
1938: 

Prestwood  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  12 

Himley  Children’s  Sanatorium  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Standon  Hall  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Health  Visiting. — The  Health  Visitors  have  paid  37 
primary  visits  to  tuberculous  persons  on  notification  and  595 
subsequent  visits. 

Five  families  in  which  there  was  a  notified  Tuberculosis 
case  were  transferred  to  Corporation  houses  during  the  year. 

After-Care. — The  Stafford  Guild  of  Social  Welfare 
undertakes  this  work  in  the  area.  An  annual  grant  up  to  £2 
per  case  is  made  by  the  Joint  Committee  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  After-Care  Committee,  but  it  cannot  be  too  widely 
known  that  the  primary  aim  of  the  work  is  not  to  relieve 
distress  amongst  the  tuberculous  but  rather  to  help  them  to 
become  self  supporting.  All  cases  are  submitted  to  the 
Committee  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  following  is  a 
brief  summary  of  the  main  objects  of  the  work  : — 

1.  To  allay  any  fears  that  may  exist  as  to  the  danger  of 
infection  in  early  cases,  subject  to  the  patient  taking 
reasonable  precautions. 

2.  Finding  suitable  employment  and  providing  clothing 
and  food  in  necessitous  cases. 

3.  The  provision  of  beds  and  bedding  to  enable  patients 
to  sleep  alone. 

4.  When  necessary  to  assist  the  families  of  patients  who 
are  under  treatment  in  residential  institutions. 

5.  To  take  general  interest  in  the  welfare  of  cases  sub¬ 
mitted  to  their  care,  and  if  necessary  to  visit  them  at 
their  homes.  These  visits  are  not  intended  to  take 
the  place  of  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors 
appointed  by  the  Council. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 
and  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

• 

No  action  was  necessary  under  either  of  these  provisions, 
the  former  of  which  relates  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the 
milk  trade  and  the  latter  to  compulsory  removal  of  infectious 
cases  to  hospital. 
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AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Enforced  interest  in  this  section  has  been  very  active 
during  the  year,  and  the  need  to  have  prepared  schemes  ready, 
though  provisional  in  character,  were  very  necessary.  Until 
some  scheme  has  been  approved,  sanctioned,  and  some  degree 
of  finality  reached,  it  is  impossible  to  view  the  position  with 
equanimity. 


The  training  of  personnel  is  in  a  much  more  satisfactory 
position,  and  present  strength  may  be  summed  up  (April, 
1939)  as  follows  : 


Sanctioned  personnel 


Personnel  to  meet 


Actual 

Reserve 

Total 

Red  Cross  & 
St.  John 

Other 

trained 

Partly 

trained 

In  training 

First  Aid  Parties 
—  10 

40 

20 

60 

43 

15 

2 

"S 

* 

►  33M 

Aid  Post  —  1 . 

7M 

33F 

2M 

8F 

50 

26F 

15F 

9M 

Mobile  Unit —  1 

18F 

5F 

23F 

— 

23F 

— 

«N 

3 

1 1  M  other 
►  F  in 
train¬ 
ing 

13F 

84F 

Ambulances  Lying 
—  16 

(Obtained  10) 

32 

Drivers 

32 

Att’ants 

8 

8 

80 

— 

3M 

32M 
5  F 

40  F 

Ambulances  sitting 
—  10 

(Obtained  6) 

10 

Drivers 

10 

Att’ants 

3 

3 

26 

— 

— 

2  F 

10M 

3  F 

Party  Transport 
—  10 

(Obtained  5) 

10 

Drivers 

3 

13 

— 

“ 

Nursing  Unit, 

Hospital  Reserve 

120F 

r 

120 

F 

- - 

32  F 

5F 

In  May  the  sixth  First  Aid  class  commenced.  It  is  the 
largest  class  yet  held,  and  numbers  160. 


Many  members  of  other  services,  Fire,  Wardens,  and 
Messengers,  have  also  attended  the  full  courses  in  First  Aid. 
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Since  the  inception  of  A.R.P.  there  have  been  six  courses 
in  First  Aid,  four  in  Gas,  and  one  in  Nursing.  In  addition,  a 
number  of  lady  volunteers  are  going  through  a  practical  course 
of  nursing  at  the  Infirmary. 

Other  activities  have  been  the  holding  of  a  number  of 
short  courses  in  First  Aid  for  Wardens. 

Altogether  some  362  volunteers  have  attended  classes, 
up  to  December,  1938,  many  of  whom  however  have  failed  to 
complete  the  course  or  to  sit  the  examinations. 

At  present  the  Ambulance  section  is  being  pushed  forward. 

It  is  regrettable  that  after  eighteen  months  a  centre  head¬ 
quarters  is  still  lacking,  and  credit  is  due  to  those  voluntary 
workers  who  have  managed  to  keep  the  interest  of  their  fellow 
members  alive. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Dr.  Reid,  Miss  Collier, 
Mr.  Clewes,  and  others  who  have  helped  me  consistently 
through  a  very  difficult  period. 
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Ice  Cream  Shops 

44 

54-55 

Infant  Life  Protection  ... 

23 

Ambulance  Facilities  ... 

13 

Infant  Mortality 

9 

Ante-natal  Care  ... 

18 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  ... 

14,17 

Area  of  Borough 

5 

Infant  Welfare  in  Stafford 

26 

Artificial  Light  Clinic  ... 

14 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

Baby  Day 

25 

DISEASES  . 

45-53 

Bed  Bugs 

36 

Infirmary 

15 

Birth  Control  Clinic 

15 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPER- 

Births 

7-8 

VISION  OF  FOOD... 

41-44 

,,  Notification  of  ... 

22 

INTRODUCTION 

3 

Camping  Sites  ... 

34 

Isolation  Hospital 

16 

Cancer 

10 

Cemetery 

37 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

50 

Laboratory 

13 

Cinemas  ... 

37 

Clinics 

14 

Closet  accommodation  ... 

31 

Maternal  Mortality 

7,22 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

37 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 

Cottage  Homes  ... 

15 

WELFARE  . 

17-27 

Maternity  Beds 

22 

Measles  ... 

50 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  ... 

42 

Mid  wives 

14 

Deaths 

7,8,H 

Midwives’  Compensation 

21 

Dental  Clinic 

14 

Milk  Supply 

41 

Dental  Treatment 

23 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  ... 

18 

Diphtheria 

47 

Offensive  Trades 

37 

,,  Anti- toxin  ... 

51 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

51 

,,  Immunisation 

14,48 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

14 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

30 

,,  Hospitals  ... 

15 

Dysentery 

50 

,,  Treatment 

24 

Outworkers 

33 

Overcrow  ding 

38,40 

Enteric  Fever 

50 

Erysipelas 

50 

Factory  Act 

33 

Population 

5 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulter- 

Pneumonia 

50 

ation)  Act 

44 

Public  cleansing 

31 

Free  Milk  . 

24 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

50 

GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF  HEALTH  SER- 

Rag  Flock  Acts  ... 

36 

VICES  FOR  THE 

Rag  Gatherers  ... 

37 

AREA... 

13-27 

Rateable  Value  ... 

5 

Rivers  and  Streams 

30 

Health  Visiting  ... 

22 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTAN- 

Home  Helps 

21 

CES  OF  THE  AREA 

28-37 

Home  Nursing  ... 

14 

Sanitary  Conveniences  at 

Hospitals 

15 

Inns,  etc. 

37 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

38-40 

Sanitary  Inspection 

32 

INDEX — continued 


Schools 

36 

School  Clinic 

14 

Scarlet  Fever 

47 

Shell-fish 

44 

Slaughterhouses 

42 

Slum  Clearance  ... 

38 

Smoke  Abatement 

34 

Small  Pox  Hospital 

15 

Social  Conditions 

5 

Shops 

33 

Staff 

2 

STATISTICS  ... 

...  5-12 

Still  Births 

...  7,10 

Swimming  Bath 

35 

Tuberculosis 

51-53 

,,  Dispensary 

14 

,,  Hospitals 

15 

Vaccination  Statistics  ... 

45 

Venereal  Diseases 

14 

Water  Supply 

28 

Whooping  Cough 

50 
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